
OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS 
 

Salutation and Statement of the Theme:   1-1-17 
 Greeting      1:1-7 
 Paul’s Interest in the Roman Church   1:8-15 

Key Theme of Romans    1:16-17 
(For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the Righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written: “But the righteous shall live by faith” – citing 
Hebrews 10:38 & Habakkuk 2:4). 

 

The Condemnation of Sin vis à vis God’s +R   1:18 – 3:20 
 Gentile Condemnation    1:18-32 
  Cause (willful ignorance)    1:18-23 
  Consequences (divine abandonment)  1:24-32 
 Condemnation of the Moralists   2:1-16 
 Condemnation of the Jews    2:17 – 3:8 
  Transgression of the Moral Law  2:17-29 
  Failure to believe the promise of God  3:1-8 
 Universal Condemnation    3:9-20 
 

Doctrine of Imputed Righteousness (Justification)  3:21 – 5:21 
 Righteousness Explained    3:21-31 
 Righteousness Illustrated    4:1-25 
  Abraham’s Faith unearned   4:1-8 
  Abraham’s Faith apart from Circumcision 4:9-12 
  Abraham’s Faith apart from Law-keeping 4:13-15 
  Abraham’s Faith in God (Yahweh)  4:16-25 
 The Benefits of Imputed Righteousness  5:1-11 
 Adam’s Original Sin Imputed to the Human Race 5:12-21 
 

Progressive Sanctification (Separation)    6:1 – 8:39 
 Liberty versus License    6:1-23 
  Shall we continue in Sin to exalt Grace? 6:1-14 
  Shall we continue to Sin under Grace ? 6:15-23 
 Sanctification and the Moral Law   7:1-25 
  Are Believers under the Law?   7:1-6 
  Is the Law Evil?    7:7-12 
  Is the Law the cause of Death? (No; sin is) 7:13-14 
  The Internal Struggle    7:15-25 
 Sanctification: Living the Christian Life  8:1-39 
  The Law of the Spirit of Christ  8:1-11 
  No Obligation to the Flesh (Old Sin Nature) 8:12-17 

Eternal Hope is Grounded in Election 8:18-30 
Nothing can separate us from God’s Love 8:31-39 

 

Election and the Future of National Israel   9:1 – 11:36 
 Israel’s Election     9:1-29 
  Paul’s Sorrow and Love for the Jews  9:1-5 
  The Doctrine of Divine Sovereignty  9:6-29 



 The Current state of Israel (Temporally set aside)  9:30 – 10:21 
 The Future of National Israel (Israel’s Salvation)  11:1-36 
  Israel’s Rejection by God is Partial  11:1-10 
  Israel’s Rejection – Salvation for Gentiles 11;11-24 
  Israel’s Rejection by God is Temporary 11:25-32 
  The Wisdom of God Magnified  11:33-36 
 

The Application of Justification (Imputed Righteousness)  12:1 – 15:13 
 To Believers      12:1-2 
 To the Church (The Universal Body of Christ)  12:3-8 
 To Society      12:9-21 
 To Human Governments    13:1-14 
 To Other Believers     14:1 – 15:13 
  Do not Judge one another   14:1-12 
  Do not Hinder one another   14:13-23 
  Be Imitators of Christ    15:1-13 
 

Paul’s Closing Messages and Doxology   15:14 – 16:27 
 Paul’s Travel Plans     15:14-33 
 Personal Greetings     16:1-16 
 Concluding Remarks and a Doxology  16:17-27 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 


