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Notes
1) The Text

•	 Persia — 11:2

		  Ahasuerus (Xerxes)

•	 Greece — 11:3-4 

		  Alexander the Great

•	 Egypt (Ptolemies) and Syria (Seleucids) — 11:5-20

		  Antiochus the Great

•	 Syria — 11:21-35

		  Antiochus Epiphanes
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2)	 The Theological Application

Weekday Application Questions

EQUIP — Identify the major kingdoms and kings described in this 
chapter (see the extra handout for help). What is the fate of each 
of them? Why does God sometimes allow evil kingdoms and kings 
to prosper? How does this help us maintain a biblical perspective 
when it happens in our own day?

ENGAGE —Why do some liberal scholars believe this passage was 
recorded in the second century BC? What presuppositions lead 
them to that conclusion?

EXALT — What does this passage tell us about God’s sovereignty 
and foreknowledge over the kings and kingdoms of the world?

Here is your “One Thing” for this week: How can we trust in 
God’s sovereignty when the world around us seems chaotic and 
unpredictable? What steps can we take to seek wisdom and 
discernment from God so that we can understand our times and 
navigate our lives according to His will?
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